CHILDREN’S TOYS AND DEVELOPMENT

INFANT

Directions: Work in groups of three.  Find the prices of the toys, for infants, listed below, using the Internet or catalogs.  Brainstorm with your partners at least ten ways (or as many as you can think of) an infant might use this “toy in play”.  Beside each identified use, label the developmental area impacted:  social, emotional, mental, and physical.  Next, determine the cost per use using the formula provided by your teacher.  Then complete this worksheet.  This is worth ?  points.

Name of


  Total 

How Toy Might

Dev.

   Toy


   Cost                Be Used In Play

Area

1.  Teddy Bear

2.  Building Blocks

3.  Barney Video/DVD
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CHILDREN’S TOYS AND DEVELOPMENT

Toddler

Directions: Work in groups of three.  Find the prices of the toys, for toddlers, listed below, using the Internet or catalogs.  Brainstorm with your partners at least ten ways (or as many as you can think of) a toddler might use this “toy in play”.  Beside each identified use, label the developmental area impacted:  social, emotional, mental, and physical.  Next, determine the cost per use using the formula provided by your teacher.  Then complete this worksheet.  This is worth ?  points.

Name of


  Total 

How Toy Might

Dev.

   Toy


   Cost                Be Used In Play

Area

1. Puzzle

2. Hot Wheels

3. Empty ice cream bucket,

paper towel tube, and a 

rubber spatula
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CHILDREN’S TOYS AND DEVELOPMENT

Preschooler

Directions: Work in groups of three.  Find the prices of the toys, for preschooler, listed below, using the Internet or catalogs.  Brainstorm with your partners at least ten ways (or as many as you can think of) a preschooler, might use this “toy in play”.  Beside each identified use, label the developmental area impacted:  social, emotional, mental, and physical.  Next, determine the cost per use using the formula provided by your teacher.  Then complete this worksheet.  This is worth ?  points.

Name of


  Total 

How Toy Might

Dev.

   Toy


   Cost                Be Used In Play

Area

1. Kitchen set (stove,

refrigerator, and 

dishes)

2. Pots and pans in

cupboard

     3.  Truck
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COST PER USE TOY EVALUATION

Directions:  Based on the number of uses, determine the cost per use of each toy.  If a toy has only one use or is just used to entertain (to look at or watch) it is not an economical purchase; the cost per use is very high.  If the child interacts or learns from the activity and many areas of development are impacted, the cost per use is very low.   For example:  an empty box aids in physical development – crawling in and out; an empty box aids in mental development – concepts of space, creativity, imagination, and problem solving; an empty box aids in social development if a child learns to share or take turns or is working with someone else while engaged in playing with the box; an empty box aids in emotional development if the child feels safe to explore and try different things.  The cost per use for an empty box is less than $0.00.

Cost of box = $0.00

Number of uses = at least 4

Cost/Use:  $0.00/4= less than $00.00



If a toy costs $10.00 and you can only think of one way a child could use the toy in play, the cost per use equal $10.00/1= $10.00.

Figure the cost per use for each toy for the infants, toddlers, and preschoolers using the cost per use formula.

Of all the toys you described on the previous worksheets, which do you consider the best buy based on cost per use?  Explain.
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